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1. Home (https://www.gov.uk/)
2. Childcare and parenting (https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting)
3. Schools and education (https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting/schools-education)

School attendance and absence

1. Overview
Help with getting your child to go to school (https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/help-with-getting-
your-child-to-go-to-school)
Legal action to enforce school attendance (https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-

enforce-school-attendance)

1. Overview

You must make sure your child gets a full-time education that meets their needs (for example if they have
special educational needs). You can send your child to school or educate them yourself
(https://www.gov.uk/home-education).

Children must get an education between the school term after their 5th birthday and the last Friday in
June in the school year they turn 16.

You’ll be contacted by either:

e the school - if your child is enrolled in school and doesn’t turn up (even if they’re only absent for a

day)
e the council’s education welfare officer - if they think your child isn’t getting a suitable education at

home

You can be prosecuted if you don’t give your child an education. You’ll normally get warnings and
offers of help from the local council first.

You can get education and attendance information from your council (https://www.gov.uk/education-
attendance-council).

When your child can miss school

You can only allow your child to miss school if either:

e they’re too illto goin
e you've got advance permission from the school
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There’s extra support available (https://www.gov.uk/iliness-child-education) if your child can’t go to school
for long periods because of a health problem.

Holidays in term time

You have to get permission from the head teacher if you want to take your child out of school during term
time.

You can only do this if:

e you make an application to the head teacher in advance (as a parent the child normally lives with)
e there are exceptional circumstances

It’s up to the head teacher how many days your child can be away from school if leave is granted.

You can be fined (https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-
attendance) for taking your child on holiday during term time without the school’s permission.

School trips

Your child’s school can ask you for a voluntary contribution to the cost of activities like school trips. They
can’t stop your child from attending if you don’t pay, but they should cancel the activity if there isn’t
enough money to cover the cost of it.

e Next = : Help with getting your child to go to school (https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/help-
with-getting-your-child-to-go-to-school)

Print entire guide (https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/print)

Schools and education

e School term and holiday dates (https://www.gov.uk/school-term-holiday-dates)

e School discipline and exclusions (https://www.gov.uk/school-discipline-exclusions)

e Find safe walking or cycling routes to your child's school (https://www.gov.uk/safe-walking-cycling-routes-
school)

e More (https://www.gov.uk/browse/childcare-parenting/schools-education)

Elsewhere on GOV.UK

e School leaving age (https://www.gov.uk/know-when-you-can-leave-school)
e Education and attendance information from your council (https://www.gov.uk/education-attendance-
council)
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