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	Risk Assessment for:  Visiting Areas of Scientific Interest
	[bookmark: Text57]Location:      

	Assessment Date:
	[bookmark: Text54]     
	Name of Assessor(s):
	[bookmark: Text53]     
	Assessment Ref No:    OV026


	Severity:

	1
	No Lost time

	2
	Under 7-day injury or illness

	3
	Over 7-day injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	4
	Specified injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	5
	Fatality, disabling injury or illness


	Likelihood

	1
	Very unlikely

	2
	Unlikely

	3
	Likely

	4
	Very likely

	5
	Certain


Risk Matrix scoring guide:	          








	High (15-25)
	These risks are unacceptable; significant improvements in risk control are required. The activity should be halted with immediate effect until risk controls are identified/implemented that reduce the risk to an acceptable level

	Medium (5-12)
	Additional control measures should be identified and implemented to reduce the risks associated with the activity or workplace so far as reasonably practicable

	Low (1-4)
	Minimal control measures are required to be implemented to satisfy the level of risk. Maintain current arrangements for risk control




	Hazard
	Who might be harmed and how?
	CONTROL MEASURES
(existing workplace precautions/risk control systems in place)
	What further action is required?
	By Who and When?
	Residual Risk rating
	Date completed
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	S
	R
	

	
Model risk assessments MUST be made school specific by editing/deleting any part(s) that do not apply and adding additional risks/hazards/controls specific to the section where appropriate. 
Please delete this row once you have adapted this model assessment


	Visiting open air locations
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Extreme weather conditions ranging from sub-zero & cold to hot and sunny
	· Weather forecast to be obtained and appropriate clothing recommended including sunscreen etc.
· All members of the party to dress appropriate for the weather conditions for that day, and also take extra clothing if weather conditions are likely to change
· Sun creams are used & the wearing of hats are encouraged. Shade is sought if sun strength is high
· Emergency procedure to be put in place if there is a likelihood of weather conditions / environmental factors etc changing, which could cause group to become stranded or isolated
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Uneven footpaths, terrain etc
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Slips, trips and falls
	· All persons attending wear appropriate footwear for the terrain that is to be covered
· An individual risk assessment to be carried out if person has a any mobility problems (e.g. wheelchair user etc)
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Walking in unauthorised areas and not knowing the local “rules”
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Abuse from landowners of a verbal or physical nature and destroying / disrupting crops, flora, fauna etc.
	· Only recognised pathways / walkways are used wherever possible
· Responsible adult will supervise the party
· Access will have been granted before the trip takes place
· If a more remote / mountainous or more exposed terrain is expected to be encountered then a further risk assessment needs to be carried out
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Sharp or steep sided rocks
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Risk of falling if members of party likely to climb rocks to access other areas
	· Discourage climbing of rocks unless adequate supervision is in place and appropriate safety precautions have been implemented (subject to a separate risk assessment)
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	Contact with water, marshland, cave or other hazardous area
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Risk of falling, drowning, or entrapment. 

	· Local geographical area to be assessed prior to visit to determine areas where access is not to be permitted.  Information to be passed to party members during visit and adequate supervision, following Outdoor and Activities Guidance to be followed.
	· 
	
	
	
	
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Insects plants, animals etc
	Pupils, staff, and voluntary helpers.
Allergic reactions from ingestion, inhalation, contact, injection
	· Contingency plan to be in place to deal with any medical conditions that may be encountered
· Information to be obtained for all party members on any known medical conditions that may be onset through activity
· A trained first aid person will be amongst the party to assist with any emergency. First aid kit available.
	· 
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