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	Premise Risk Assessment for: Federation of Abbey Infant and Junior School
	Activity:  (see also site risk assessment)

	Assessment Date:
	August 2023
	Name of Assessor(s):
	Mrs R A Kentish
	Assessment Ref No:   1.1


	Severity:

	1
	No Lost time

	2
	Under 7-day injury or illness

	3
	Over 7-day injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	4
	Specified injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	5
	Fatality, disabling injury or illness


	Likelihood

	1
	Very unlikely

	2
	Unlikely

	3
	Likely

	4
	Very likely

	5
	Certain


Risk Matrix scoring guide:	          








	High (15-25)
	These risks are unacceptable; significant improvements in risk control are required. The activity should be halted with immediate effect until risk controls are identified/implemented that reduce the risk to an acceptable level

	Medium (5-12)
	Additional control measures should be identified and implemented to reduce the risks associated with the activity or workplace so far as reasonably practicable

	Low (1-4)
	Minimal control measures are required to be implemented to satisfy the level of risk. Maintain current arrangements for risk control





Benefits for the activity will be listed in the first row only.










	Hazard
	Who might be harmed and how?
	CONTROL MEASURES
(existing workplace precautions/risk control systems in place)
	What further action is required?
	By Who and When?
	Residual Risk rating
	Benefit
	Date completed
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	Weather
	Children, adults, staff

slip, fall, bruise, poke, eye poke, penetrating injury, graze, bumb
	· Suitable clothing and footweart
· Tree survey
· 
	· FS lead to ensure children are aware that in wet weather conditions trees, branches, rocks etc can be more slippery.
· FS lead to check weather conditions and limit climbing in windy/gusty conditions or very cold.
· FS lead to ensure all participants know at the start of the session of any changes or restrictions to climbing.
· 
	FS lead
Adults
Gardeners/site staff
	2
	2
	4
	develops core strength
coordination
strength
dexterity
promotes self awareness
managing own risk
safety awareness
communication
spatial awareness
empowering
self confidence
	August 2023

	Fall from height


	Children, adults, staff

fall, bruise, bump, scratch, cut, piercing injury, impact injury, 

	· No scarves or other clothing or hair that could become entangled.
· Children are limited to 2m until they have demonstrated competence and then permitted to climb no higher than 3x their height off the ground (FSA guidance). 
· Annual tree survey to assess tree health  completed by specialst staff subcontractors
· Visual inspection by FS lead
	children not to be put under pressure when climbing or to climb

· allow children to focus on the activity and speak to them calmly and reassuringly.
· Adult to climb all trees that children climb to assess 
· Clear marker for max height to be climbed marked at 2m initially.
· Get children to ‘flag’ (verbally or physically) Dead branches and sharps
· FS lead to ensure all  can recognise a dead branch by its lack of leaves, buds, bark and dead twigs; or different sounds a dead branch makes.
· Limit numbers of children in any one tree or rock. One child per tree for vertical climbs.
· FS lead to check the ground underneath the tree for sharp roots, rocks or branches.  Children to learn to check under the tree before climbing with adult support
· Children must only climb where they can climb unaided. Do not give ‘bunk ups’ or allow children to use climbing aids except those approved by FSA which include ratchet straps with climbing handholds fastened to trees.
· Ropes are not to be used in trees.

· FS Lead to check all ratchet strap handhold and footholds are secure and safe before session. 
· FS lead to ensure children know to maintain 3 points of contact whilst climbing.


FS lead to ensure all know not to climb trees if there are:

· broken branches that are hanging lodged in a tree.
· A leaning tree which has air spaces in the soil opposite the trees lean
· Cracks in the trunk
· The tree is dead or mostly dead- no foliage in summer and no buds or small twigs in winter
Visually assess all trees that are used for climbing: (this is guidance from the FSA)
Look at the tree from a distance to get a feel for it as a whole. Assess this each time you go back to a tree to note any changes: Be cautious about allowing tree climbing if you see the following:

· Leaning which will often be more evident from afar.
· Branches that are broken or split
· Branch angles that look out of place or unusual.
· Power lines are often seen more clearly from a distance.
· Large dead branches in the top of the tree
· Dead branches lying on the ground. It’s a good bet there will be more of them up in the tree. Step away from the tree and look up again.
· The presence of fungus on or near a tree trunk.This points to root decay and trunk rot
· Absence of bark on the trunk which indicates a dead section or a fungus attack.
· A long streak of missing bark coming down the trunk which usually means lightning has hit the tree. (This has to be in this risk assessment see email from Sandwell Local Authority)
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	Assessment reviewed [Date]:
	Reviewed by [Name]:
	Comments:

	August 2023
	Mrs R A Kentish
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