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	Premise Risk Assessment for: Federation of Abbey Infant and Junior School
	Activity: Cooking using fire and eating at forest school (see also fire use  and site risk assessments)

	Assessment Date:
	August 2023
	Name of Assessor(s):
	Mrs R A Kentish
	Assessment Ref No:   


	Severity:

	1
	No Lost time

	2
	Under 7-day injury or illness

	3
	Over 7-day injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	4
	Specified injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	5
	Fatality, disabling injury or illness


	Likelihood

	1
	Very unlikely

	2
	Unlikely

	3
	Likely

	4
	Very likely

	5
	Certain


Risk Matrix scoring guide:	          








	High (15-25)
	These risks are unacceptable; significant improvements in risk control are required. The activity should be halted with immediate effect until risk controls are identified/implemented that reduce the risk to an acceptable level

	Medium (5-12)
	Additional control measures should be identified and implemented to reduce the risks associated with the activity or workplace so far as reasonably practicable

	Low (1-4)
	Minimal control measures are required to be implemented to satisfy the level of risk. Maintain current arrangements for risk control






Benefits for the activity will be listed in the first row only.








	Hazard
	Who might be harmed and how?
	CONTROL MEASURES
(existing workplace precautions/risk control systems in place)
	What further action is required?
	By Who and When?
	Residual Risk rating
	Benefit
	Date completed

	
	
	
	
	
	L
	S
	R
	
	

	Hot fire
	Staff, adults, children

burns, injuries form contact with fire
	· Fire pit area created stablishes a safe distance between participants and the fire, 
	· Educate participants on fire safety rules, including not touching the fire or throwing anything into it.
· Provide appropriate seating options, such as logs or benches, to keep participants away from the fire's heat.
· All staff, children and adults follow safety procedures around the fire: 
· sit on logs around fire circle by climbing over them from behind 
· only enter and exit the fire circle using identified entry/exit point 
· kneel on kneeling pad at fire when invited to by the leader 
· adopt a safe fire stance when next to the fire (one knee up, one down) 
· An adult remains with the fire whilst it is lit at all times.
· Bucket of water is accessible in fire circle for extinguishing fire. 
· Fire blanket is accessible in the fire circle.
· Use appropriate PPE when needed such as fire gloves. 
	FS lead
Adults

	1
	2
	2
	Confidence
Community
Independence
Learning fire rules
Life skills
Awe and wonder
	August 2023 Annual review

	Hot Food
	Staff, adults, children

Burn mouths or hands

	· 
	· Teach children to blow food and check carefully (finger touch check) before putting in mouth (eg marshmallow, damper bread and other food they cook on a stick themselves)
· For EYFS Food prepared by adult in fire to be passsed to children when it is cool enough to eat (e.g. jacket potatoes)
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	2
	2
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	Hot drinks
	Staff, adults, children

burn/scald to mouth, hands.

	· 
	· Drinks to be cooled before passing to children.
· Teach children to blow on drink and sip very carefully to check temperature.
· When preparing drinks use roughly 50/50 mix of hot and cold liquid; use cold liquid to cool drinks
	
	1
	2
	2
	
	

	Dirty hands
	Staff, adults, children

illness from eating with dirty hands

foodborne illness from handling/cooking food with ddirty hands


	· 
	· Hands should be cleaned before eating, drinking, preparing  or distributing food.  
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	2
	2
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	Walking whilst eating or drinking
	Staff, adults, children

choking

	· 
	· Children will remain seated whilst eating or drinking.
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
	
	August 2023 Annual review

	Cooking utensils/ equipment
	Staff, adults, children

Burns from hot utensils/equipment
Cuts from utensils

	· 
	· Provide proper instruction on knife and utensil handling and safety. 
· Use age-appropriate utensils and knives, with adult supervision.
· Ensure participants are wearing appropriate protective clothing, such as cut-resistant gloves, fire gloves. 
· Keep sharp objects stored safely when not in use.
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
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	Food: allergies/dietary needs
	Staff, adults, children

allergic reaction, incorrect /inappropriate food consumed, 
	· Office staff produce report outlining pupils medical needs for dietary and allergies for each class/group.
· All staff have school nurse emergency response training which includes use of epi pens.
	· Where possible use food that does not include any allergens for group
· For children with specific allergens /dietary needs suitable dietary alternative will be provided.
· FS Lead to ensure  they have a list of groups allergens and dietary needs before any cooking sessions.
· Ensure all cooking equipment is clean and sanitized before use.
· Follow management of medication in schools policy
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
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	Food: improper handling  or cooking
	Staff, adults, children

foodborne illnesses from improper handling or cooking

	· 
	· Ensure all participants are aware of proper food handling and cooking techniques. 
· Provide hand washing facilities and encourage regular hand washing.
· Store food at appropriate temperatures to prevent spoilage. 
· Ensure all cooking equipment is clean and sanitized before use.
· Monitor cooking temperatures to ensure food is cooked thoroughly
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
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	Trips and falls
	Staff, adults, children

burn, injury from contact with fire, cut, bruise, bump, fall, 
	· ensure seating is at least 1.5m from the edge of the fire area.
· Use raised seating around fire
· keep the area clear of trip hazzards
	· Ensure all staff and children are aware of and follow the safety rules for using the fire circle.
· sit on logs around fire circle by climbing over them from behind 
· only enter and exit the fire circle using identified entry/exit point 
· kneel on kneeling pad at fire when invited to by the leader 
· adopt a safe fire stance when next to the fire (one knee up, one down) 
· An adult remains with the fire whilst it is lit at all times.
· Bucket of water is accessible in fire circle for extinguishing fire. 
· Fire blanket is accessible in the fire circle.
· FS Lead /Adults to ensure all seating is in correct place and stable
· FS Lead to check that fire area is clear and no trip hazards
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	4
	4
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