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	Premise Risk Assessment for: Federation of Abbey Infant and Junior School
	Activity: Using Kelly Kettle (see also site, fire use and cooking using fire risk assessments)

	Assessment Date:
	August 2023
	Name of Assessor(s):
	Mrs R A Kentish
	Assessment Ref No:   


	Severity:

	1
	No Lost time

	2
	Under 7-day injury or illness

	3
	Over 7-day injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	4
	Specified injury or illness (RIDDOR)

	5
	Fatality, disabling injury or illness


	Likelihood

	1
	Very unlikely

	2
	Unlikely

	3
	Likely

	4
	Very likely

	5
	Certain


Risk Matrix scoring guide:	          








	High (15-25)
	These risks are unacceptable; significant improvements in risk control are required. The activity should be halted with immediate effect until risk controls are identified/implemented that reduce the risk to an acceptable level

	Medium (5-12)
	Additional control measures should be identified and implemented to reduce the risks associated with the activity or workplace so far as reasonably practicable

	Low (1-4)
	Minimal control measures are required to be implemented to satisfy the level of risk. Maintain current arrangements for risk control















	Hazard
	Who might be harmed and how?
	CONTROL MEASURES
(existing workplace precautions/risk control systems in place)
	What further action is required?
	By Who and When?
	Residual Risk rating
	Benefit
	Date completed

	
	
	
	
	
	L
	S
	R
	
	

	Spreading fire
	Staff, adults, children, site

Site is set on fire
	· Ensure a designated fire pit or area is used for the campfire, with clear boundaries.
· Ensure fire pit site has been checked and cleared back to soil.
· Ensure there are no tree roots.
· fire pit site to have no overhanging low branches
· All staff will ahve completed fire safety training.
· All adults will know the process of fire evacuationa nd location of fire assembly points.
· Staffing induction process
	· Clear any flammable materials, such as leaves or branches, from the area around the fire pit.
· Have an adequate supply of water (at least 20 litres) and a fire blanket  nearby to quickly extinguish any flames.
· Assign responsible adults to monitor the kettle at all times and ensure fire is properly extinguished.
· burning sticks not taken from fire
· Maintain fire pit area, regular checks before use and each half term.
· FS lead to advise site staff/gardeners of any work or clearing required.
· When onsite use Kelly kettle in the permanent fire pit area. This will ensure a 2m area cleared around the kettle.
· Place on a level flat surface.
· Position so the spout is facing away from people.  
· Dynamic risk assessment to allow for changing conditions in natural environment.
	FS lead
Site staff
gardeners
	1
	3
	3
	Awe and wonder
Communal activity
Learning safety rules around fire
Confidence
Team work


	02/09/26
Annual review

	Hot fire, hot metal, steam, boiling water
	Staff, adults, children

burns, injuries form contact with fire
scalds from steam boiling water
	· Fire pit area establishes a safe distance between participants and the fire, 
· 
	· Educate participants on fire safety rules, including not touching the fire or throwing anything into it.
· Provide appropriate seating options, such as logs or benches, to keep participants away from the fire's heat.
· All staff, children and adults follow safety procedures around the fire: 
· sit on logs around fire circle by climbing over them from behind 
· only enter and exit the fire circle using identified entry/exit point 
· adopt a safe fire stance when next to the fire (one knee up, one down) Spout should be pointing away from user. 
· An adult remains with the fire and kettle whilst it is lit at all times.
· Bucket of water (at least 20 litres is accessible in fire circle for extinguishing fire. 
· Fire blanket is accessible in the fire circle. 
· Fire gloves should be used when handling the kettle.  
· Place the kettle on a safe, flat surface
· Have a bucket of water, fire tongs, and a towel prepared before lighting
· Position the kettle with the spout facing away from people and the oxygen hole opposite the spout
· Only trained Forest School leaders should use the Kelly kettle until participants are ready (age and stage appropriate)
· Provide a safety briefing before use and monitor throughout
· Use heat-proof gloves when handling the kettle
· Light the kettle only within the designated fire circle area
· Stand with your back to the wind and ensure all participants are at least 2 meters away
· Never put the bung in the spout while boiling water to avoid explosion risk
· Add wood gradually from the side, not from above the fuel hole
· Keep flames at a manageable height
	FS lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Smoke
	Staff, adults, children

smoke inhalation, worsening existing breathing issues, nausea, eye irritation, 

	· Position the fire pit in an open space with good ventilation to minimize smoke accumulation.
· ensure there is sufficient distance between seating and fire
	· ensure children with conditions like asthma are known and checked on by link adult when there is a fire.
· burn dried wood, not green wood, to minimise amount of smoke
· avoid burning woods like elder as they are irritants.
· check wind direction when siting fire and use seating up wind of fire where possible. 
· move away if smoke is thick; have sufficient adults to supervise this and make children aware they can do this calmly, following the agreed fire circle rules for exit and entry. And staying on the side where spout is pointing away.
	FS lead
Other adults
	5
	1
	5
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Trip or fall into fire
	Staff, adults, children

burn, injury from contact with fire, cut, bruise, bump, fall, 
	· ensure seating is at least 1.5m from the edge of the fire area.
· Use raised seating around fire
· keep the area clear of trip hazzards
	· Ensure all staff and children are aware of and follow the safety rules for using the fire circle.
· sit on logs around fire circle by climbing over them from behind 
· only enter and exit the fire circle using identified entry/exit point 
· kneel on kneeling pad at fire when invited to by the leader 
· adopt a safe fire stance when next to the fire (one knee up, one down) 
· An adult remains with the fire whilst it is lit at all times.
· Bucket of water is accessible in fire circle for extinguishing fire. 
· Fire blanket is accessible in the fire circle.
· FS Lead /Adults to ensure all seating is in correct place and stable
· FS Lead to check that fire area is clear and no trip hazards
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	3
	3
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Igniting fire, using kettle to pour hot/boiling water 
	Staff, adults, children

burns, injuries from burns, fire spreading, fire not in correct area. Burns from steam, hot water, metal of kettle
	· 
	· Fire to be lit using fire strikers only
· Fire to be lit at arms length
· FS leader to makes sure group is aware of fire lighting policy
· Adult supervision of fire lighting
· FS Lead only to light fires and supervise the lighting of fires.
· Only trained Forest School leaders should use the Kelly kettle until participants are ready (age and stage appropriate)
· Provide a safety briefing before use and monitor throughout
· Use heat-proof gloves when handling the kettle
· Light the kettle only within the designated fire circle area
· Stand with your back to the wind and ensure all participants are at least 2 meters away
· Never put the bung in the spout while boiling water to avoid explosion risk
· Add wood gradually from the side, not from above the fuel hole
· Keep flames at a manageable height
· Wait until the water stops boiling before attempting to pour
· Use heat-resistant gloves when handling the hot kettle
· Hold the kettle by its handle, keeping it at arm's length from your body
· Ensure the spout faces away from your body and others
· Pour slowly and steadily, using the chain for stability
· Pour water into a stable container placed on a flat surface to avoid spills
· Ensure no one is standing near the pouring area to avoid accidental burns
· Use appropriate containers for hot water that are heat-resistant and stable
· Avoid overfilling containers to prevent spills
· Allow boiled water to cool slightly before use, if possible
· Supervise participants when using boiled water for activities such as making hot drinks or cooking
· Ensure participants understand the risks of handling hot water and follow safety instructions
· Do not hold containers in hands, place on stable surface and pour hot water in.
	FS Lead
adults
	1
	3
	3
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Scarves, hair other clothing hanging over fire
	Staff, adults, children

burn, injury from fire, spreading fire
	· FS Lead and other adults to ensure school ID is inside clothing
	· FS Lead and other adults ensure  children are not wearing scarves and hair is tied back or well tucked away, ID badges are tucked under clothing, no hats with dangling tassels etc.
· Ensure no clothing dangles over fire.
· Ensure no clothing can be blown into the fire.
· Participants should not be wearing any gloves (other than the heat proof fire gloves)
· FS lead to ensure children and staff maintain a suitable safe distance from fire.
· Use respect position whilst at fire
· Do not reach across the fire
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	4
	4
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Children drop things into fire
	Staff, adults, children

burn, injury from fire  or attempting to retrieve item, 
	· 
	· FS lead to ensure all participants know not to try and retrieve any items from the fire.
· FS lead to ensure all participants know they do not put things into the fire without permission.
· Add wood gradually from the side, not from above the fuel hole
· Keep flames at a manageable height
· 
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	2
	2
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Sparks from fire
	Staff, adults, children, site

sparks ignite clothing, burns, injuries, sparks ignite site
	· 
	· FS lead to ensure suitable site for fire and clear. of litter, tree roots etc.
· Adult remains with fire and kettle at all times when it is lit .
· Water and fire blanket kept at fire circle.
	FS Lead
Adults

	3
	1
	3
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Foreign objects in fire
	Staff, adults, children

toxic fumes, smoke
	· 
	· FS lead to ensure only appropriate materials are burned.
· FS lead to ensure all participants know they do not put things into the fire without permission.
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	2
	2
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Extinguished fire and rubbish
	Staff, adults, children, site

reigniting of fire, rubbish/litter, 

burns from hot metal, from hot water
	· 
	· FS lead to ensure fire is completely cool and extinguished.
· Any rubbish is removed and disposed of appropriately.
· To extinguish, hold the kettle handle at 90 degrees and use the chain for stability while tipping water into the base.  add cold water until no more steam, stir embers check that they are no longer warm
· After use, place the kettle on a heat-resistant surface in a designated cooling area
· Allow the kettle to cool naturally; never use water to speed up cooling as this can damage the kettle
· Regularly check the temperature of the kettle using heat-resistant gloves
· Once cooled, empty any remaining water and dry thoroughly to prevent rusting
· Store the kettle in a dry place, separating the base and chimney to allow air circulation
· Implement a "cool down" period of at least 30 minutes before packing away
· Use a heat-resistant bag or container for transportation after forest school
· Adult to remain with kettle during cooling period and until cool.
· Tongs can be used to immerse the base in cold water to cool, but no the kettle itself.
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	4
	4
	
	02/09/26
Annual review

	Illness from water in kettle
	Legionnaires, bugs, stomach upset 
	
	· Clean the kettle prior to use.  Swill, scald with boiling water, put in cold water, put cork in to ensure bugs cannot enter whilst transporting cold kettle and water. 
· When kettle is cold swill out with water and replace bung for storage to prevent bugs entering kettle.  
	FS Lead
Adults

	1
	4
	4
	
	02/09/26
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